BATTLE AT WANDWASJt
with an army composed of horse, infantry and artillery. Further
he strengthened and prepared the army of Abdul-Wahhab Khan
Bahadur. In brief, when the two armies met, they sometimes
fired cannon, sometimes embroiled with each other, sometimes
engaged themselves in sword fight, and sometimes struck against
each other during the time of reconnoitering at night, and
waited for an opportunity to come off with success. Eventually
the exalted Nawwab Hazrat-i-Ala got information of these
affairs and despatched letters to George Becket, the Governor
of Chennapattan, Colonel Coote, the sarddr of the English
army, AbdiVl-Wahbab Khan Bahadur, and other sardars of the
sark&r with the following contents:—
"To leave the enemy to his own condition, and permit him
to enjoy leisure during the period of war, will mean that he
will try to collect forces from distant places, and replenish
himself with arms, and implements and thus acquire fresh
strength; it will prolong the war, cause heavy expen3e to the
sqrkar, bring about loss and affliction to the subject? and will
ruin the affairs of the kingdom. In these circumstances it
i$ preferable to act as quickly as possible/'
The sarddrs of the army in obedience to the command of
]ga?rat-i-Ala,, and also on receipt of letter from the Governor
of Chennapattan who conveyed the order of Ha?rat-i-A£la,
deliberated together, marched out at midnight, attacked the
fort of WandwasI, which was on the way to Phulcheri, an
asylum for the sick and the wounded and the storehouse of
abundant implements belonging to the French. They cannonaded
to breach one side of the fort wall. Muhammad Taqi All Khan
the brother-in-law of Husayn Dost Khan, the jaglrdar, and a
well-wisher of the French, was busily engaged along with the
French army in guarding the demolished wall In the meanwhile,
Muhammad Abrar Khan and Arshad Beg Khan climbed by
means of Udders the wall on the other side where there was not
the least suspicion in the people of the fort because of its
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